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" A 17 [A "Member of frag i Houſe 
-. 1247 of Parliament, fo I:do-not pre- 
; * {ume to know: what is doing ö 
there; but claim the Privilege of a free- 1 
born Egli, to ſpeak or write E 
impartially and openly, upon any | 
u in Which 1 conceive my 
9 Garne or my Country's Liberties are con- 
cerned, whilft there is no Law to forbid 
me: and much more ſo, when what 1 
have to ſay is in indication ok the Laus 
and Conſtitution i in being. 


courſe, i is concerning a Profert £ laid to 
in agitation, which is to give the 
King Power to create Twenty Five Scotch 


Feers to fit in their own Right in Par-. 
Wee, in lieu of the Sixteen WhO 
£195 are 


gen nnd 


ee) 


are to be elected by the Peerage there; * 


and after the Creation of Six more 
for Great Britain, the Prerogative of 
making any further Creations is to — 
taken from the Crown, unleſs upon the 
Extinction of the Families in Poſſeſſion 


of the Peerage. 


Now I am free to own chat ! think: | 


ſuch a Law would be fatal to the Mo- 


narchy, and the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, and make our Government Ariſto- 
cratical, without the outward App 

rances 'of it, or the Regulations Wich 
are peculiar and ee to that ſort 


of Dominion; and conſequently it will 


reduce us to the res Hort of Oli. 
garchyp. 


Our 3 Conſtitution conſiſts” ap! / 


the King, the Peers who act in their 


own Right, and the Repreſentatives of- 
the Pe In the Union and Agree- 
ment o hls Conſtituent Parts conſiſts 
our Government: If they differ irre- 
concileably, there is an actual Diſſolu- 
tion of it without any Remedy but the 
laſt. And ſince it's | impoſſible, in the 
nature of human things, but Mens O- 


pinions and Intereſts will often vary and 


claſh ; therefore the Inſtitutors of this- 
Species of . Monarchy have contrived 0 - 
proper a Ballance of Power between the 
ſeveral 


SE 


* 

ſeveral Parts of it, that each State can 
give ſome check to both the other; and 
two concurring, have always the Means 
in their power to bring the third to Rea- 
ſon without recurring to Force, Which 

| diſſolves the Government. 

If the King had the Prerogatiye of rai- 
fi ing Money, and could protect the In- 
ſtruments of unlawful Power, it's evi- 
dent the Monarchy Would be abſolute; : | 
but that Privilege remaining in the Peo- 4 
ple, the Crown muſt often recur to their | 
Afliſtance, and then they always have it | 
in their power to do chem „ i 
winch” keeps the Miniſtry in perpetual [ 
Dependance and A prehenſion. * | A 
On the other ide, if the Houſe of _— 
Commons was fixed and ind iſſolvable, | 
the Government would ſoon deyolve into 


5 an ill-contrived Democracy, and the 
1 Crown would have no Remedy but Ac- 
7 quieſcencèe or Force, Such a Body of 
= Men would ſoon find and feel their own 
E Strength, and always think it laudable 
2 F tocericteaſe it: and there are ſo many E- 


mergencies happen in all States, that there 
can never be wanting favourable Opper- 
tunities to do it; when the Ambition of 
ſome, the Reſentment of others, and 
whe" N of Publick Goode ſpur 


them 
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refractory Mem berg 4 


(8 ) 
them on; till at laſt by iaſenſible _ 
unobſerved Degrees, even to them- 


ſelves, they would: engroſs and poſſes 


the whole Power of the State. There 
has been but one Inſtance . ſince the 


Inſtitution of this Monarchy , when 
the Commons have been - truſted 
with ſuch a Powe Fu) and if a noble 


Hiſtorian is to be Sd, that Houſe 
conſiſted of Mea as incorrupt, of as 
much Wiſdom and publick Virtue, as 
ever fat Within. wo. Walls: yet the 
Luſt of Dominion Loon ot the better 
of all their V U nd 24 firſt. arb 

led their own Houle, ths te their 


en depoſed the 
King, and at laſt the: ouſe of Lords; 
and aſſumed a greater . a to 


themſelves, than they; pol ſed in the 
| Crown. 


LOS FRO LL IG 


The efetual Remed Gnd no- : 


tion has provided a is Be 8 Eri, voy Aa 


Diſſolution, which b reaks all Cabals and 
Conſpiracies, and gives the People (who 
can never have an Intereſt in publick 
Diſturbances) an Opportunity to chuſe 
others. in their room, , more calm, of _ 
violent Piſpoſitions, and not e 
in ſuch Attempts ; 5 which Power 72 
hanging over their Heads, muſt be a con- 
tant Reſtraint _ Geir DO. 90 
ut 


(9) 


But the Circumſtances of Publick Af. 
fairs often not admitting of this Remedy 


without the extremeſt Neceſſity, the 


Lords are always at hand to skreen the 


Crown, whoſe Honours and Dignities 
flow ffom-it, and are protected by it; 


and whilſt kept in a proper Dependance, 
muſt ever ſupport- that Power which 

ſupports them ſelves: yet never can have 
an Intereſt to make it arbitrary, which 
would render themſelves uſeleſs to it, 


and level them again with the People. 


There is ndt a more certain Maxim 


in Politicks, than that a Monarchy muſt 
ſubſiſt by an Army or Nobility; the 
firſt makes it deſpotick, and the latter 
a free Government. I preſume none of 
thoſe noble Perſonages' themſelves, who 


| kane the Honour to make up that Illuſ- 
trious Body, do believe they are fo dif- 
tinguiſhed and advanced above their 


Fellow-Subje&s for their own ſakes : 
They know well they are intended the 
Guardians as well as Ornaments of the 
Monarchy, an eſſential Prerogative of 
which it muſt be to add to, and aug- 
ment their Number in ſuch proportion, 
as to render them a proper Ballance a- 


gainſt the Democrotical part of our Con- 
e 40 eee ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, without. being, farmigdable- to 


the Monarchy. it felf, the, Wat 'of 
which is as Rake of % Ld Au wy 


tion. | 


Without hi Wnt in 88 DO 
they mult be dangerous to it, and be a- 
ble to impoſe what Conditions, of Go: 
vernment they, pleaſe. It is the only 
Reſource the King and People have a- 


gainſt any Exorbirances, pi lh Combina- 


tions of them Body. Whilſt. ch a Pre- 


rogative remains in the Crown, there 


Aa ſeldom. 85 WF be an qccaſion to 


0 much concern 
of. t 


ke uſe of it. 15 heir, Lordſhips are 
in the Preſe eſervation 

heir own, Dignities to . the 

n Be dy that; is alwa MF 

hand; and "OWN; cannot | 

the N hi a and make i 5 9 Wk 

out leſſening its own Sple 

Power. 2 . ſeems, to 1 

Limitation the Nature of the thing Ky 

admit of, without diffolying this e. 

cies of Government, Tow es ene 


If this Prerogative e ava, the 
Houſe of Lords will be a fixed 


dent ody, not to be Alle to an = 
count like a Miniſtry, nor. to be diſſol- 
255 or .Chaingel like a Houſe of Com- 

| mons: : 


A 


J : : : ; 
f mons: The fame Men will meet again 
- with the me, Reſolutions, and proba- 


bly, heighten'd: by Diſappointment, and 
nothing can ſtand before them. If their 
ordſhips ſhould take it into their 
houghts to diſlike. the Miniſtry, and 
| commit them to Priſon, I would willingl 
know who ſhall fetch chem out. Or, if 
the Houſe of Commons ſhould be ſo un- 
wary as to give them Offence, and their 
Lordſhips nk fit to declare they could 
act no longer in concert with a Bod} 
of Men who had uſed them ill, it's evi- 
dent the Crown muſt exert its Authority 
to chaſe another more to their 2 4 
ſhips Fancy, and afterwards uſe its ut- 
moſt Efforts to keep them in a becoming 
Complaiſance to their Betters. If they [ 
ſhould reſolve to have all the great Ef. | 
Families; of England in themielves and MY 


Families; or ſhould rake a Conceit to 
hike the N obles of ſome other Coun- 


tries, to pay. no Taxes themſelves, and 
yet receive the greateſt part of what is 


rrũõ NP AD OT. HY WY Ow OY I nt WO 


: paid by others in Salaries and Penſions; | 
e I would ask the Advocates for ſuch a 
- Law, what Reſource the. Crown and 
= People have? and I ſhrewdly ſuſpect they | 
. will propoſe no other than what the AF 
Commons of Denmark made uſe of up- - | 
: on the very ſame Occaſion. f 
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The Lords have already all the Pro. 


rty of Great Britain under their Jurif- 


diction; and I think no one will fay 
that there is any Difference in Nature 
between the laſt Appeal without being 


my 


accountable, and a Power of Legiſla- 
tion, but what conſiſts in the Modera- 


tion of the Judges: And if this exceed. 


ing 77 Power muſt irrevocably be veſ- 
re 


n the very ſame Perſons, I ſee no- 


thing the Commons have left to deſire, 
but 'to entitle themſelves to their Fa- 


your and Protection, by wearing their 
Badges as former 7x. 


But as their Lordſhips are too wiſe 
and virtuous to attempt any ſuch Actions 


of Knight-Errantry as are above men- 


tioned, ſo they will be under no neceſſity 
to do it; for there is an eaſier and gentler 


way of attaining the ſame Ends. There 


are ſo many Emergencies, Difficulties, 


Crown will be often ſo neceſſitous, and 
the Commons divided, that a fixed and 
powerful Body, always determined to 


F 


Management of fuck Events, muſt ſoon 


IE 


their own Advantage, by a dextrous 


8 15 themſelves of all they deſire; 
A 


id will be in vain to oppaſe wich one 
CCC 1 


and Factions ariſe in all States, the 


V 


RH. : 
with another.. „ ene 


I Will not preſume to judge Whether 
their Lord ſhips Judicature was always 


what it now is; but every Day's Expe- 


rience ſhews in leſſer Inſtances what a 


Body of Men, united in the ſame Inte- 

reſt, are capable of doing. We have 
oftener than once ſeen a number of 
Merchants incorporated prove a Match 
for the whole Kingdom, and I fear ſhall 
too ofteri ſee it again. Hiſtory tells us 
how the Prieſthood by being an united 
and regular Body, always lying up- 
on the Catch, and acting with the ſame 
Views, from living- upon the Charity 
and Benevolence of their Hearers, in a 


few Ages became the Lords and Maſters 


of Mankind, and in defiance of that Re- 
ligion they profeſs'd to teach. 


It is true, this Prerogative of the 
Crown is liable to be abuſed, and has 
been ſo in a late glaring Inſtance; but if 
that is a ſufficient Reaſon to take it a- 
way, I doubt there will be few remain. 
The King neither has or can have any 
Prerogative but what the People are in- 
tereſted in: It is a Truſt for the Publick 
Good, which 1n the Nature of it is ca- 


pable 
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pable of being betray'd;; but the pro- 
per Remedy is to puniſh the Authors 
and Adviſers of the Abuſe, afd not de- 
troy the whole Conſtitution for an E- 


* 


normity of one Part of it. 


It is a proper Object of the Legiſla- 
tive Power, to conſider whether any 
Men ought to enjoy the higheſt Privi- 

leges Ka. Honours in a Commonwealth, 
as a Reward for their endeavouring to 
deſtroy it; but with all the Clamour 
this Grievance has juſtly produced, has 
there been any thing liks this attempt- 
ed? No, on the contrary, the grand 
Criminal firs triumphant, glories in his 
Wickedneſs, and carries off the Price of 
it; and his Rival in Guilt and Power, 
even now preſumes to expect an Act of 
the Legiſlature to indemnify him, and 
ſanctify his Villany : and I doubt not 
but both expect once more to give Laws 
to the Kingdom. Rd ng 

It is urged that it is ſa fer to truſt this 
Power with the Lords than an unlimited 

one witli the Crown, to make what 
Creations it pleaſes, though to ſerve the 
vileſt Purpoſes. But the Nature of 
Power is very little underſtood by thoſe 
who own this Opinion, which can ROVER 


be truly dreadful, but, when it is unac- 
countable and irretrievable. The.Crown 
mult often apply to the Pegple for rheir 
Affiſtance, and the People as often have 
the. Opportunity to repreſent their Grie- 


* 


yances, ang puniſh the Authors of them, 


which. mult neceſſarily keep the Miniſtry 


Within ſame Bounds ; hut there can be 
To {imitation to, the Hoſe of Peers, i 
ſuc an AG paſſes, bur what flows fror 
their Loxdſhips: Juſtice, Moderation, an; 


NC 04 92H SIT ISM Hun Je; 79 1 
Even that daring. Minaſter durſt ut 
of Common 
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he had not had a Houſe 
ped to cover al 
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| tri 1gUes, Sollicitations, Or keepiag the 805 


- cret till the latter End of the Seſſions, 


when the Country Members are at their 
Seats, and the Lawyers in their Circuits. 


Having, as 1 conceive, am ly mewn 
chat a Law of this kind Ga totally 
overturn our N and chang 4 
it into an Oli 1 ſhould think it 
frivolous to gend to? lower Confider#- . 
tions, did we not too often ſee Men affect 
ted with Arguments which regard them. 
ſelves and Families, whilſt they are in- 
ſenſible of what they ſuffer in common 


With the whole Nation: and therefore J 
Thall offer f ſome 1077 the leſſer Il 


: 4 — 1 N 


to it. 3 02 F ago | . F (i 1 „ 

It is 4 | melt violent _ Ursel 2 
Bleach of the Union, and difpoſſeſſes one 
,of the States of Scotland of he moſt va- 
Juable Part of their Peerage, and of that 


Right which they expreſly ſtipulated to 
be reſerved to tllem when they conſen- 
ted to part with the reſt: By which 


means they will be in a worfe Condition 


than the meaneſt Subjects in the King 


dom; they will neither be capable of 
fitting in the Houſe of Lords or Com- 


mons, or giving their Votes for either; 


and in conſequence will be [the only 1 
jects 


. 


C3 * 
jets in Greif Britain, not repreſented, or 
capable of being repreſented in Patlia- 
ment: and this Diſability and ſevere 
- Punifhinent is-inflifted upon them with- 
out any Crime done; or pretended to be 
done by them; and even without any 
Pretence of publick Neceſlity, but on 


the contrarythere is a viſible anger in 


doing it; and Idoubt not but in proper 
time it will be wade a pregnant Argu- 
ment for keeping up ſtanding . to 
8 their Submiſſion to it. e 

Te: is giving a Power; withous Re- 
proach or Clamour, to add ſuch a num- 
ber to the Upper Houſe, as muſt, with- 
out uncommon Virtue in their Lordſhips, 
lay all things waffe, and at the mercy of 
the Miniſtry, without the poſſibility of 
their being called to an account; for if 
the making but twelve Peers at once, to 
ſerve a Court-Purpoſe, was ſuch a Blow 
upon our Liberties, what are we not to 
fear from the creating one and thirty; 
and to do it by the Countenance, if not 
Direction of an Act of Parliament, 
which takes off all that Odium, and 
Load of Scandal, ru r the folines A- 
buſe juſtly decaſioned? 205 


If it indy be lawful to o ure. ſo un- 
C likely 


en 
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„ a. 
likely a thing, as that the Miniſtry are 
capable of a ding againſt the Publick 


Good ; or if, for our Sins, the Nation 


was puniſhed with the loſs of the pre- 
ſent Set, and Tories could work them- 
ſelves into their Places, ard form a 
Scheme for their on Security which 
may entail a Civil War upon the Nation; 
what may not be e e 9 ſuch 
a Power truſted with them? 7 1111 


It wht away 8 the- Ks; the 
brighteſt Jewel of his Crown, which is 


the Diſtribution - of Honours, and in 


effect of Offices too, which muſt then 
be at the mercy of that Houſe. It de- 

ives the Commons of England of the 
Ag of attaining thoſe Honours which 


ought to be the Rewards of virtuous 
Actions, and the Motives of doing them. 
I preſume no one will ſuggeſt that all 


Merit is exhauſted by their preſent Lord - 
ſhips; and therefore what imaginary 
Reaſon, can be given, why any num- 
ber of Men, who enjoy themſelves the 


higheſt Dignities and Privileges in a 


Commonwealth, ſhould” ſhut the Door 


upon all others who may have _ 
Birth, Deſert, and. Fortunes ? 3 1519} 


As it makes the King and Mioiftry 
entirely at the mercy of the Lords, fo 
* 


e 1 0 — 
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be madde to the Miniſtry upon the ea 
Appearance of a Vacancy? which mult 
keep the moſt conſiderable Members of 


=; (19) 
it makes the Commons more dependent 
on the Crown; for when the Advanta- 


ges of the Nobility are ſo great, and 
the means of attaining; them ſo difficult, 


what Applications and Sollicitations muſt 


the Lower Houſe in a perpetual Depen- 


dance, and give the Miniſtry much more 


Trouble than they affect to avoid. 
But amidſt all the numerous Objeq- 
tions to this worthy. Scheme, I am free 
to own there is one thing in it which 


deſerves Commendation ; for it has pro- 


duced a never-before-known Unanimity 
amongſt our Great Men: It has yoked 
the Lion with the Lamb, .the Whigs with 
the Tories, Men in:. Power with thoſe 


they have turned out of it : Miniſters 


of State are become Patriots, complain 
of their own Power, and join with their 
profeſs'd Enemies in leſſening that Pre- 
89985 they have ſo often occaſion 
or. „ 


| J confeſs, ſuch Phenomena's and un- 

common Appearances, like Comets or 
Eclipſes, are apt to fright ignorant Peo- 
ple, and make them expect ſome great 


Event 
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3 55 dur 1 2 eech lis 
*his Kft Seſſion of Partia pen 

4 affurd' they intend rt 
their Country. However, 

will both judge right, apo 

q - Occaſions, to ſcatter their gelle 
ker, abroad, and diſperſe, the malign 
Influence ſuell Conte cllarion $ and tny- 

ſual Oonjunctions may have upon Weak 
Minds. e 79 ob d N . 
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